[The role of ribavirin in the treatment of chronic hepatitis C].
Ribavirin, a guanosine analogue synthesized in 1970, possess activity against several RNA and DNA viruses. The addition of ribavirin to IFN-alpha in the treatment of chronic hepatitis C led to marked improvements in SVR rates. Now ribavirin plays an important role in combination with pegylated interferon during all stages of HCV therapy. Potential mechanisms for antiviral activity of ribavirin includes direct inhibition of HCV replication, inhibition of the enzyme inosine-monophosphate-dehydrogenase (IMPDH), immunomodulation and mutagenesis. Efficacy of ribavirin in hepatitis C combined therapy depends of appropriate ribavirin initial dose and maintaining the patient on this dose for as long as possible-until the end of therapy.